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Kaiseki-ryori — traditional multi-course Japanese cuisine.

Japan

An inspiration for new ideas

Let’s go!
Better air links, a favourable currency
exchange rate and relaxed visa requirements
are enabling more visitors than ever to fulfil
their dream of visiting Japan.

Kawachi Fujien Wisteria Garden, Kitakyushu

Attractions

Japan is a universe in itself. Whether you
are interested in history, culture, nature,
art, technology or shopping, Japan
will impress in so many ways. From
picturesque countrysides to pulsating
urban centres, the sights and sounds
will delight the senses and reveal the
resourcefulness and ingenuity of the
Japanese people.

Sushi — learn how to make it from a sushi master.

Affordability

Tokyo.

Japan has become surprisingly
affordable for many Asian travellers. A
favorable exchange rate makes Japan an
excellent value destination considering
the quality of experience it offers. You are
just as likely to find something delightful
in a 100-yen store as a high-end
luxury boutique, and taste something
unforgettable in a small, family-run eatery
as a posh Michelin-starred restaurant.

Dress up in a kimono and go for a stroll.

New experiences, new impressions, new ideas — Japan delivers them
all! The Land of the Rising Sun continues to stir the world’s imagination
with its outstanding array of attractions and unique blend of tradition
and innovation. With so many activities and facilities opening up for
international visitors, planners can now count on Japan to design a truly
exceptional itinerary.
Where Knowledge and
Talent Meet
A world of wonder awaits the
visitor in this country that has
produced 23 Nobel laureates
and some of the world’s most
admired achievements in
science, industry and the arts.
A trip to Japan lets visitors
enjoy the fruits of Japanese
imagination and innovation
in a thousand thoroughly
unforgettable ways.

Track Record and Quality
of Conference and Event
Management
Japan’s deep experience in
hosting international business
events means planners can
always expect excellent service,
quality venues and a welltrained workforce. From a small
incentive group to a conference
for thousands, Japan’s events
professionals will take good care
of every detail.

Gain Flashes of Insight
Visit Japan and discover its
customs, culture and diversity
and see how Japanese people
hold on to the past even as
they reach for the future. Go
on a multi-sensory journey
from cosmopolitan cities to
picturesque countrysides, and
let local cuisines, colourful
festivals and unique experiences
be an inspiration for new
insights.

II

Safe, Clean Cities
Japan’s reputation for
public safety and cleanliness is
world famous. Everywhere you
go, you can be assured of wellmaintained public infrastructure
and helpful service officers.
Even first-time visitors can
enjoy complete peace of mind
because order, cleanliness and
honesty are well entrenched in
Japanese society.

Activities

From sushi-making to a behind-thescenes look at the latest automotive
manufacturing technology, a visit is a
chance to gain new insights on Japan.
Visitors with special interests can choose
from not only experiential learning in
food, art and crafts but also tours to
factories and sites that showcases
Japan’s achievements in industry and
science.

Flight time to Tokyo
Tokyo is the main gateway to Japan but many
airlines fly direct to other airports in Japan.
• Seoul:

2’15”

• Bangkok:

5’50”

• Shanghai:

2’30”

• Singapore:

6’40”

• Taipei:

2’40”

• Kuala Lumpur: 6’50”

• Hong Kong:

3’40”

• Jakarta:

7’30”

• Manila:

4’00”

• Sydney:

10’00”

• Hanoi:

4’50”

• Auckland:

11’20”

Hospitality

Visa-free entry

Meetings & Events | Master Data

Passport holders from the following Asia-Pacific
countries now enjoy visa-free entry:
• Brunei

• Malaysia

• Australia

• Hong Kong

• Singapore

• New Zealand

• Korea

• Thailand

• Macau

• Taiwan

Courteous, thorough, thoughtful —
Japan’s legendary service culture will
ensure excellent service everywhere from
airport to hotel, event venues to shops.
Even small but unique gestures such as
the automatic opening and closing of taxi
doors reflect the highly refined standard
of service in Japan.
フルカラー表示 ( 基本形 )
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Southern Wonders

Gain Flashes of Insight

A new perspective on Japan

Track Record and Quality of Conference and Event Management

Kansai International Airport

Fukuoka

Kitakyushu
20 "

Hiroshima
50 "

An hour on the expressway from Fukuoka, Kitakyushu
is well worth an excursion. Few cities in Japan can
showcase Japan’s industrial achievements as well as
this city. Visitors can travel back in time to the Meiji era to
understand how the convergence of knowledge and talent
has transformed this port city and its surrounding regions.
Industrial sightseeing
Visitors will not believe their eyes
when they see Yaskawa’s industrial
robots at work. It’s one of the most
incredible experiences at Yaskawa
Electric Corporation, Japan’s
foremost robotics company. The
other must-visit site is the new Toto
Museum, opened by Japan’s most
innovative, and the world’s largest,
toilet manufacturer. It displays not
only the company’s products through
the years but also the cutting-edge
technology and inspiration behind
Japan’s toilet designs. Only in Japan
will you find a toilet that greets you,
warms the seat for you and plays
music for the ladies — and where
everything is as clean as a temple!
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Kawabata Shopping Arcade
The city’s oldest shopping street is also one of the most popular. Hundreds of shops sell everything from food to souvenirs here — it’s a window into local life. Planners may even plan a banquet or theme party here
so that delegates can experience this Fukuoka institution among locals.

Kawachi Fuji-en
Home to the world’s most magnificent wisteria
tunnels, this garden is best enjoyed from April
to May.

Hiroshima

Hiroshiima

Osaka

In Hiroshima, the Peace Memorial Park, Hiroshima Castle
and Shukkeien Garden are evergreen attractions for
visitors of all ages and nationalities. But visitors to this
city of 1.2 million must not miss the opportunity to go on
an excursion to see one of Japan’s most iconic sights
—Miyajima’s vivid vermilion torii gate on the sea.

Good eating becomes kuidaore (“Eat till you drop”) in this
food capital of Japan. Osaka grew from a merchantile
centre to the economic powerhouse it is today, with
excellent shopping, history, arts and entertainment. With
Kyoto and Japan’s first capital, Nara, less than an hour
away, Osaka is a convenient three-in-one destination.

The A-Bomb Dome
This symbol of peace, a UNESCO World Heritage Site, was once the Prefectural Industrial
Promotion Hall. It is one of the few buildings to
remain standing. The A-Bomb Dome is part of
the Hiroshima Peace Memorial Park.

r
Ideal fo

e
Themy
Part

r
Ideal fo

e
Themy
Part

OSAKA

Samurai and Ninja

Sites of Japan’s Industrial Revolution
Inscribed on the UNESCO World Heritage List in 2015, Japan’s Meiji-era
industrial sites show how Japan’s rapid industrialisation from the 1850s to
the early 20th century unfolded in tandem with the development of coal
mining, iron and steel production and shipbuilding. Kitakyushu’s history is
considered the first successful technology transfer from the West to Asia.

Yanagawa
Located in a rural area,
Yanagawa is best
known for its canals.
A cruise on a riverboat
is the main attraction,
with views of Yanagawa Castle, the old
town and willow trees
along the river banks.

Fukuoka

Train / Bullet train

Kitakyushu

Friendly, sophisticated and blessed with a warm climate
and youthful outlook, Fukuoka is the largest city on the
southern island of Kyushu. It is just beginning to lure
international visitors in a big way, thanks to improved
connectivity. The city’s convention and visitors bureau is
able to help planners design a rich, unique programme.

Kitakyushu

Osaka
1 ' 20 "

Safe, Clean Cities

Fukuoka

Tenjin/Nakasu
Tenjin/Nakasu is Fukuoka’s bustling downtown, with the city’s most popular stores,
cafés, restaurants and landmarks such as
Canal City Hakata and the Tenjin Underground Shopping area.

Fukuoka Airport

Where Knowledge and Talent Meet

Mojiko Retro District
The Port of Moji or
“Mojiko” is the historic
centre of the city. Many
beautifully preserved
heritage buildings can
be reserved for private
functions, such as the
Old Moji Mitsui Club
(above).

Miyajima and Itsukushima Shrine
An ideal destination for a theme party, Miyajima
is a small island outside Hiroshima best known
for its vivid vermilion torii gate on the sea. It is
ranked as one of Japan’s three best views.

Osaka Castle
A landmark of the city, Osaka Castle was first
completed in 1583. Its grand gates, moats,
turrets, stone walls and expertly restored architectural details remind visitors that this is truly
one of Japan’s great historical treasures.
Kagura
The kagura is a form
of performance
art inspired by folk
traditions. From its
beginnings as village
entertainment, it now
thrives in Hiroshima,
captivating audiences
with lavish costumes,
masks, songs and
live music.

Sword-fight, anyone?
Get in costume and let
a professional samurai
actor show you the
moves. Or learn the
ninja code of honour
and how to work a
ninja star. Take a photo
and impress everyone
back home!
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The Garden Oriental Osaka
Completed in 1959, The Osaka City Official Residence was one of the
city’s most prestigious venues to welcome world leaders. Today, MICE
planners may reserve the venue which includes 4,000 sqm of beautiful
lawn and gardens suitable for private functions.
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Dazaifu Tenmangu Shrine and Kyushu
National Museum
The Tenmangu Shrine in Dazaifu attracts
visitors for its beautiful grounds. The colourful shopping street leading up to it is great for
souvenir shopping. Next to it, Kyushu National
Museum offers an insight into Japan’s history.

Hakata Ramen
The city’s famed culinary dish is a noodle
dish with a rich, milky
broth and toppings
of garlic, ginger and
sesame.

Kokura Castle and Garden
This historical landmark offers an open plaza
and a garden where visitors can enjoy tea
and sweets amid the famous cherry trees and
majestic surroundings.

Local contact
Fukuoka Convention & Visitors Bureau
Tel: +81-92-733-0101 Email: fcvb@welcome-fukuoka.or.jp
Websites: www.welcome-fukuoka.or.jp/english, www.meetingplace-fukuoka.jp
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Kokura Yaki-udon
Do try these stir-fried
noodles — the city’s
signature dish!

Local contact
West Japan Industry & Trade Convention Association
Tel: +81-93-551-4111 Email: kitakyushu@convention-a.jp
Website: convention-a.jp/language/english.html
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Hiroshima Museum of Art
Across the street from Hiroshima Castle, this
museum is well known for its collection of
French Impressionists paintings and works
by Japanese artists. Event planners may
organize a garden party here, with the option
of a guided tour of the galleries.
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Okonomiyaki
Hiroshima’s most famous savoury pancake
comes with a choice of
meat or seafood and
toppings. You can even
learn how to make one!

Cosplay Amusement Café
“base2.5”
Cosplay — or the performance art where
participants dress up as a character — is an
original Japanese phenomenon. This café
puts on a live show for guests and is open for
parties and team-building activities.

Local contact
Hiroshima Convention & Visitors Bureau
Tel: +81-82-244-4853 Email: hcvb@hiroshima-navi.or.jp
Website: www.hcvb.city.hiroshima.jp/e_navigator/hcvb

Local contact
Osaka Convention & Tourism Bureau
Tel: +81-6-6282-5911 Email: convention@octb.jp
Website: www.osak-info.jp/en/convention
V

Takoyaki
Osaka’s top street
snack is this ball made
of flour, diced octopus,
ginger and onion, and
topped with sauce and
mayonnaise. Delicious!

Chiba

Gain Flashes of Insight

Yokohama

Safe, Clean Cities

Yokohama

Naritasan
Shinsho-ji
Temple
A two-Michelinstar tourist spot
and more than a
thousand years
old, this Buddhist
temple complex
is one of the
most extraordinary in Japan,
with many classic
architectural
styles and elaborate carvings.

Osanbashi
International
Passenger
Terminal
Designed as a terminal for the world’s
largest cruiseships,
Osanbashi is a
futuristic venue with a
sleek undulating roof
deck with walkways
and green spaces
for the public. Inside,
there are shops,
restaurants and event
spaces, including a
hall at the end of the
building with a full
view of the sea.
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Mihama-en, Shorai-tei
An oasis among the skyscrapers of
the surrounding area, this garden has
captured the hearts of countless visitors
with its classic style and representations of
mountain, river, sea and forest. Its teahouse,
Shorai-tei, is perfect for a tea ceremony or
theme party. Mihama-en is a favourite site for
wedding photos.
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Chiba Urban Monorail
A unique Chiba experience! Planners can
reserve a monorail car and host a cocktail
party that literally moves around town on
the futuristic Chiba Urban Monorail system,
which is the longest suspended monorail
system in the world.

©Disney ©Disney/Pixar

The first port in Japan to open to international trade back
in 1858, Yokohama is just 20 minutes from central Tokyo,
but it has none of Tokyo’s bustling urban sprawl. Instead,
it is a city made up of uncrowded neighbourhoods, a
modern waterfront development called Minato Mirai, and a
varied array of attractions all within close proximity.
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Train / Bullet train

Yokohama

Flight

Sapporo
Known for clean air and water, mountain sceneries and its
snow festival, Sapporo is Hokkaido’s boomtown. Its many
attractions, such as food and recreation, are a product
of the prefecture’s pristine nature. Designed by European
and American architects in the 18th century, Sapporo’s
grid-like city plan is very easy to navigate even for visitors.

Sapporo Racecourse
Make it a special day at the races! The newly renovated Sapporo Racecourse not only lets visitors enjoy all the excitement of a race from its
new five-storey grandstand but also views of surrounding areas. Besides
views of downtown, visitors on Moiwa Terrace on the second floor can
also see as far as Mount Moiwa.
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Yokohama Red Brick Warehouse
Part of Minato Mirai, Yokohama Red Brick
Warehouse was formerly the city’s Customs
Inspection House back in the 1920s. Today,
this group of buildings has been redeveloped
to house restaurants, bars, shops and galleries. There are also event spaces for performances and private functions. Outside, visitors
can enjoy views of the bay area and special
events such as concerts and beer fests.

Yokohama Kimono
Station
Both men and
women are welcome
to try on a full set of
kimono with the help
of a professional fitter.
Then step out for a
stroll and a memorable
photo opportunity.

Local contact
Yokohama Convention & Visitors Bureau
Tel: +81-45-221-2111 Email: convention@ycvb.or.jp
Website: www.welcome.city.yokohama.jp/eng/convention
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Chiba
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Local contact
Chiba Convention Bureau
Tel: +81-43-297-2751 Email: request@ccb.or.jp
Website: www.ccb.or.jp/e

Sendai

1 ' 15 "

Sendai was the closest major city to the earthquake
of March 11, 2011. Fortunately, the tsunami did not
cause major damage in the city centre, where virtually all
tourist attractions reopened within a few months. A visit
to Sendai must also include an excursion to the worldfamous Matsushima Bay.

Matsushima Bay
For hundreds of years, the much fabled Matsushima Bay has been celebrated as one of Japan’s three most scenic views. A sightseeing cruise is
the best way to enjoy the bay, dotted with some 260 rocky islets covered
by pine trees. The view changes from one location to another and from
season to season. Matsushima is half an hour from Sendai.
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Umi-hotaru
Umi-hotaru (“sea
firefly”) is a feat of
engineering. It is a rest
area on the bridgetunnnel crossover, located on a man-made
island in the middle of
Tokyo Bay. There are
restaurants, shops and
amusement facilities,
and fantastic views of
the ocean.

1 ' 40 "

Sapporo
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Minato Mirai,
Chinatown
MInato Mirai (“harbour
of the future”) is a waterfront redevelopment
project that includes
hotels, shopping centres, an amusement
park, museums and
green spaces. Nearby
is Japan’s largest
Chinatown.

Boso Village
This Edo-era village
is an “experience
museum” showcasing
the traditional lifestyle
and crafts of the Boso
region. Visitors can
participate in various
workshops, such as
papermaking or tea
ceremony.

Sapporo

Sendai

Most visitors know Chiba as the home to Narita
International Airport and Tokyo Disneyland, but the
prefecture itself is rich with attractions for those who seek
something beyond the well-trodden path. Fruit-picking—
strawberries, pears, grapes—gives visitors a glimpse of
Chiba’s advanced agricultural sector.

Tokyo Disney
Resort®
Tokyo Disneyland and
Tokyo DisneySea make
this an all-in-the-family
destination replete with
dining, shopping,
entertainment, games
and rides.

Sendai

©Akiu Onsen Ryokan Union

Chiba

20"

Tokyo

New Chitose Airport

Sendai Castle
Ruins
Sendai Castle, also
known as Aoba
Castle, was built by
the powerful feudal
lord Date Masamune, founder of
the city of Sendai.
After a fire and
WWII, all that
remains are the
guard tower and
outer stone wall.
But the views from
its lookout point are
breathtaking and
well worth a visit.

Akiu Hotspring
Modern hotels in this
mountainous region
offer a relaxing retreat
amid a picturesque
setting of forests,
streams and waterfall,
just half an hour from
Sendai city centre.
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©Zuihoden

Imagination, innovation and insights

Track Record and Quality of Conference and Event Management

30"

Sendai Airport

Zuihoden
The resting place of
Sendai founder Date
Masamune was such
a magnificent example
of the Momoyama architectural style it was
designated a national
treasure back in 1931.

Nikka Whisky
Try the world-conquering whisky from the
first Japanese to study
whisky making in Scotland back in 1918.

Snowmobile Land
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Experience excitement
as well as solitude
among Sapporo’s
snow-covered hills
and forests! Snowmobile Land offers guided
sightseeing on two
trails for participants
of all skill levels. It’s
teambuilding with a
dash of adventure!

Okurayama Ski Jump Stadium
The site that hosted the 90m ski jump event
at the 1972 Winter Olympics continues to
draw sportsmen and tourists alike. Take the
chair lift to the observatory at the top of the
hill, and enjoy stunning views of Sapporo
along the way. How about teambuilding in the
footsteps of world-famous Olympians?

Sapporo Beer
Garden
Amid the old-world
ambience, this is THE
place to enjoy Sapporo’s namesake beer
and the Genghis Khan
(lamb barbeque).

Glass Pyramid
The Glass Pyramid is a multi-purpose function venue in Moerenuma Park, a public park
designed by sculptor Isamu Noguchi with
dramatic vistas and creative landscaping.
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Nothern Delights

Narita International Airport

Where Knowledge and Talent Meet

Beef tongue
Thinly sliced gyutan
(beef tongue) is a
Sendai original. It is
served grilled with
pickled vegetables.

Local contact
Sendai Convention Bureau
Tel: +81-22-268-9603 Email: conv@sentia-sendai.jp
Website: www.sentia-sendai.jp

Local contact
Sapporo Convention Bureau
Tel: +81-11-211-3675 Email: convention@plaza-sapporo.or.jp
Website: www.conventionsapporo.jp
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The Japan checklist
Ideas for a quintessential Japan experience

Tea ceremony

The Japanese tea ceremony — sado
— is such an evergreen activity that
even repeat visitors will enjoy it. A tea
ceremony can take place outdoors in
a garden, in a tea house, at a historical
site or any specially arranged location.
Participants observe a tea master in the
preparation and serving of powdered
green tea (matcha), then enjoy the results
with traditional sweets. The ceremony
emphasizes an appreciation of discipline,
simplicity and serenity.
Ô

Cherry blossom viewing

Sakura, or cherry blossom, blooms across Japan between March and May every year.
It marks the arrival of spring when cherry blossom viewing, or hanami, becomes a
national event. The sakura forecast is followed avidly throughout Japan and crowds gather
day and night wherever the sakura blooms. The thing to do is to pack some picnic food
and drinks and head out to a park or garden and enjoy the party-like atmosphere. In the
evening, with lanterns hanging in the trees casting a glowing pink on the blooms overhead,
it is a wonder of nature that no visitor should miss!
Ô

Japanese cuisine
Ô

Authentic Japanese cuisine or washoku is
a great experience not to be missed when
visiting Japan. Characterised by fresh regional and
seasonal ingredients and meticulous preparation
and presentation, it is so unique that it was
recently added to UNESCO’s list of World’s
Intangible Cultural Heritage. From simple food
stands (yatai) to fine dining restaurants (ryotei),
casual, independently owned shops (shokudo) to
neighbourhood pubs (izakaya), every city offers the
visitor a chance to sample washoku.

Ryokan

One of the best places to experience
Japanese hospitality is in a traditional
Japanese inn, or ryokan, which typically
features tatami-matted rooms, an onsen
and sumptuous meals. The atmosphere is
uniquely Japan.
Ô

Contact us
The Japan Convention Bureau and Japan National Tourism Organization (JNTO) are well equipped to assist overseas meeting and event planners.
Tourism information: www.jnto.go.jp/
Meetings & Events: www.japanmeetings.org/
JNTO Headquarters

Tokyo, Japan

Tel: +81 (03) 3216-2905

E-mail: convention@jnto.go.jp

KOREA

Seoul

Tel: +82 (02) 777-8601

E-mail: im@jnto.or.kr

CHINA

Beijing

Tel: +86 (010) 6590-8568

		

Shanghai

Tel: +86 (021) 5466-2808

		

Hong Kong

Tel: +852 2968-5688

E-mail: mice@jntosha.cn

THAILAND

Bangkok

Tel: +66 (02) 261-3525

E-mail: info@japantourist.org (Thai language only)

SINGAPORE

Singapore

Tel: +65 6223-8205

E-mail: mice@jnto.org.sg

INDONESIA

Jakarta

Tel: +62 (21) 252-0742

E-mail: jnto@jnto.or.id
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