Case histories

What’s new

Asia-Pacific Bonsai and Suiseki Convention & Exhibition (ASPAC2011)
Congress organiser: Yukihiko Konishi,
chairman of ASPAC Takamatsu
Conference Organizing Committee and
owner of a bonsai nursery in Takamatsu
Number of delegates: 974 from 28
countries

Just six months before the convention,
disaster struck the atomic power station
in Fukushima. Undeterred and working
together, the organising committee
in Takamatsu managed to host a
memorable and successful convention
for international bonsai lovers
The delegates to this event were bonsai and
suiseki lovers from all around the globe. The
appearance of Masahiko Kimura, one of the
most popular Japanese bonsai artists in the
world, was a highlight.
The Sunport Hall Takamatsu was used for
the ceremony, bonsai and suiseki exhibition
and on-the-spot sales. Hiunkaku, an historic
structure built in a traditional Japanese
architectural style in Tamamo Park, was used
for the exhibition. In all, the convention used
12 official hotels. The welcome reception
and farewell party took place at the JR Hotel

Clement Takamatsu where were treated
to Taiko, a Japanese drum performance,
composed and performed by local children.
Other highlights included a special tour to
Takasago-an Bonsai Garden, owned by the
late Daizo Iwasaki, an internationally known
bonsai enthusiast.
The bonsai was exhibited in collaboration
with calligraphy by Shoko Kanazawa. Workshops
for delegates included calligraphy, Japanese
tea and Temari traditional ball making.
Takamatsu produces 80 per cent of
pine bonsai in Japan. Kagawa Prefecture,
Takamatsu City and Takamatsu Convention &
Visitors Bureau supported and gave advice to
the organising committee.

Says Yukihiko Konishi: “The members of
the committee and I had been working on
this project since 2009. When disaster hit
Japan in March 2011, everything changed.
No international delegates had registered
for our convention six months before the
convention, because they were worried about
the atomic power station in Fukushima
Prefecture. Moreover, Mr Daizo Iwasaki, the
Honorary Chairman, passed away in May
and we lost our last prop.
“We visited many associations in
various countries to send the message that
Takamatsu was safe. With warm support,
974 people finally registered. We will never
forget this friendship from all over the world.”

Focus on the
MEGA CITIES
‘Boso City Resort’ opens in Chiba on Tokyo Bay

The Mitsui Outlet Park Kisarazu has opened near the Tokyo Bay Aqualine Kisarazu
Kaneda Interchange, across the bay from Yokohama and just 25 minutes from Haneda
Airport. The outlet mall is the largest of its kind in the Kanto area, located on a 215,000
sqm site with 36,670 sqm of floor space. It offers 171 shops, a food court with nine
eateries and 650 seats, six other restaurants and four cafes. There is also an open-air
Coast Plaza, designed to resemble a nature resort, and Pier Street, modelled after a board
walk with a stage for events.
Designed to be environmentally friendly, it consumes 20 per cent less energy than
comparable facilities thanks to low energy LED lighting and other energy saving technologies.

New at the Tokyo Disney Resort®

Bonsai lovers attended from all over the world; right: stunning collaboration between bonsai and calligraphy

The MAIHAMA Amphitheater at The
Tokyo Disney Resort is now available
for events. Previously used exclusively
by Cirque du Soleil, following a
renovation it is now ideal for corporate
events, lectures, presentations and
concerts. The main feature is a circular
stage surrounded by 2,170 stadium
seats. Next door is the IKSPIARI®
shopping and dining centre, two Disney
theme parks and nine world class
hotels with easy train links to Tokyo
and Narita Airport.

New hotel openings

l The Tokyo Station Hotel has reopened

Osaka

following a major refurbishment of this
heritage property. Originally opened in
1915, It now offers 150 bedrooms and
three elegant event spaces
l The luxurious Palace Hotel Tokyo
reopened in 2012 with 290 bedrooms
and is situated across from the Imperial
Palace and offers lovely views
l The Ritz-Carlton Kyoto will open in
spring 2014
l The Four Seasons Hotel Kyoto will
open in 2015

Focus on Osaka

32nd Congress of the Société Internationale d’Urologie (SIU 2012)
Congress organisers: President of the
SIU (2011- 2012): Dr Mahesh Desai
General Secretary: Dr Simon Tanguay
Local Organizing Committee Chair:
Prof Seiji Naito, Kyushu University
Overall co-ordination of the event:
SIU Central Office with offices in
Montreal, Canada
Number of delegates: 3,026 from 94
countries across six continents
Delegates were primarily urologists
and urologists in training. The Fukuoka
International Congress Centre hosted
most congress sessions, including parallel
plenaries, moderated posters, instructional
courses etc. It also provided services to
attendees such as Registration, Housing and
Tours and the Speaker Preview Room. The
Fukuoka Kokusai Centre was used for the
Exhibit Hall, Internet Hub, iClinics surgical
videos, Members’ Lounge and Unmoderated
Posters (E-Posters). Plenary sessions took
place at the Fukuoka Sun Palace.
There were many scientific sessions and
some world-renowned lecturers.
A number of new initiatives were
held in the exhibit hall, including

local entertainment such as Japanese
calligraphy, karate demonstration,
Japanese drums and origami.
Twenty-one hotels were used with the
largest room blocks at the Hilton Seahawk,
the Hotel Nikko, the Grand Hyatt and the
Hotel Hakata Place.
Highlights of the social programme
included: President’s Dinner at the
Kyushu National Museum; the Opening
Ceremonies at Sun Palace were one of the
highlights because of the Crown Prince of
Japan’s presence and speech. There were
also performances by the Color Guard

Arcade and Kushida Shrine, a traditional
area of downtown Fukuoka City. Nearly
2,000 people took part and this was
another congress highlight - a night of fun,
Japanese style. A Gala Banquet took place
at the Grand Hyatt Fukuoka Ballroom.
Optional evening activities included: a
dinner cruise in Hakata Bay (Mariera); an
izakaya dinner and karaoke night at Fucci
Restaurant and a cultural evening at the
Ohori Noh Theatre, with a Noh Performance
and a backstage tour.
“The city did a great job in welcoming our
attendees; it was very much appreciated to

Launch of the ‘NRT_Airport Navi’ App

Narita International Airport has released the ‘NRT_Airport Navi’, an app for both iPhone
and Android users in Japanese, English, simplified and traditional Chinese, and Korean.
The app provides a flight search function, maps of facilities and shopping plus other
useful information such as changes to the boarding gate or the flight schedule on the day
of departure. It also shows the user’s location within the terminals and is equipped with
an experimental navigation function. ‘NariTra’, a multilingual voice translation application,
is also popular.

Knowledge Capital and Osaka’s first
InterContinental Hotel, one of the IHG
group hotels, will open in the Osaka Kita
(North) area in spring 2013. Directly
linked to JR Osaka Station, The Center will
accommodate up to 3,000 people and
includes a main hall with around 1,700
sqm of floor space, divisible into two or
three spaces as required, plus nine further
conference rooms
l Osaka Mayor’s mansion and Guest

House in Osaka Castle Park area are now
available for receptions and parties
l The International Conference of the

IEEE Engineering in Medicine and Biology
Society (EMBS) will take place in 2013 at
the Osaka International Convention Center.
It is expected to attract more than 2,500
attendees from around 70 countries
l Osaka International Convention Center

(OICC) has implemented a new broadband
Internet connection (Best effort 1Gbps)
in all its conference rooms including
exhibition space. All guests at the OICC
can use the Wireless Internet Connection
throughout the venue free of charge

“The city did a great job in
welcoming our attendees; it was
very much appreciated to have
banners placed all over the city,
with our Congress logo and dates”
Elementary School, martial arts kids’
team and Noh and Kyogen. The Welcome
Reception took place in the Exhibit Hall,
Fukuoka Kokusai Center. SIU Night took
place at the Nakasu Kawabata Shopping

l The Congre Convention Center at

l The Osaka Marriott Miyako Hotel is due

to open in 2014

have banners placed all over the city, with
our Congress logo and dates.
“Our SIU Board of Chairmen had nothing
but praise for the Fukuoka experience,” said
Dr Mahesh Desai.

Subsidies are available for international
conventions. Contact the JNTO for
further details and terms and conditions
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