






HIROSHIMA
The tragic site of the first-ever atomic bombing, Hiroshima is 

now a bustling modern city in the Chugoku-Shikoku Region 

(Western Honshu). The city’s goal is abolition of nuclear weapons 

and lasting peace for the world. Six rivers flow through Hiroshima 

and into the Seto Inland Sea. As a “City of Water,” Hiroshima 

constantly strives for urban development in harmony with nature.

12No. 

Hiroshima Pref.

2.78 million people

Hiroshima City

1.19 million people

Prefecture GRP

11.9 trillion yen

City GRP

5.4 trillion yen

*GRP: Gross Regional Product
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Advantages and Characteristics

Sustainability Strategies and Plans

Hiroshima City’s Comprehensive Plan

 �Hiroshima strives to embody three identities: a global 

beacon of peace; a vibrant, international community; and 

a society enriched by living culture.

 �“Leave no one behind” is a central premise of the SDGs, 

and it’s analogous to Hiroshima’s goal of lasting peace. It 

has been established as a guiding principle of the city’s 

comprehensive plan.

Hiroshima City’s Basic Environment Plan

 �Hiroshima is working to limit global warming, and is 

aiming for net zero greenhouse gas emissions by 2050.

SDGs Strategy

 �Hiroshima was first city in the world to suffer, then recover from, atomic 

bombing. Its goal is abolition of nuclear weapons and lasting peace for the 

world. The city promotes “peace tourism,” which encourages visitors to 

consider peace-related issues and share ideas, with a focus on empathy.

An international city 

of peace and culture

 �Hiroshima takes great care of its World Heritage sites, including Itsukushima 

Shrine; traditional crafts, such as Kumano brushes; and performing arts, 

such as kagura. The city supports visitors in learning about and experiencing 

the local history and culture.

 �Hiroshima receives countless visitors from all around the world. The city 

celebrates diversity in race, gender, and beliefs. It is a community where people 

work to achieve a society in which everyone can realize their potential. The 

local hospitality industry is fully attuned to personal dietary requirements.

Traditional culture 

and multiculturalism

In 2023, the G7 Hiroshima Summit was held 
in Hiroshima. World leaders discussed 
recovery from the devastation of war, and 
took steps to achieve lasting peace in the 
world.

A global beacon of peace

As the first city in the world to have suffered and 

recovered from an atomic bombing, Hiroshima is 

working with cities and other groups around the 

world to promote a message of peace.

Initiatives

• �Increase the number of Mayors for Peace 

member cities

• �Call for leaders and politicians to visit the site of the 

atomic bombing

• �Strengthen the communication skills of people 

sharing the experiences of atom bomb survivors

A vibrant, international community

As the largest city in Chugoku-Shikoku Region 

(Western Honshu), Hiroshima has excellent urban 

facilities. It is an open and vibrant city where a 

diverse population engages in lively economic 

activity and cultural exchange.

Initiatives

• �Improve facilities and creating accessible spaces

• �Develop the waterfront, and strengthen an image of 

Hiroshima as a “city of water”

• �Enhance public transport

• �Strengthen the competitiveness of the manufacturing industry

• �Promote tourism, international exchange, international 

cooperation, and multicultural coexistence

A society enriched by living culture

Hiroshima fosters a rich cultural ecosystem, where 

healthy citizens with diverse values enjoy active lives, 

and help each other to succeed.

Initiatives

• Promote local employment

• Promote gender equality

• Promote lifelong education

• Promote culture and sports

• Revitalize local communities

• Promote global warming countermeasures

Hiroshima

An international city of peace and culture

The three identities encompassed by the Comprehensive Plan

Major Events

• �24th International Conference on Photochemical 

Conversion and Storage of Solar Energy (IPS24), 2024

• �G7 Hiroshima Summit, 2023

• �World Conference on Computers in Education (WCCE), 

2022 (400 participants)

• �One World, Many Voices: Science and Community (IFA, 

ICA, ISA, JSSFD and JSGA Joint World Congress), 2018  

(600 participants)

STRENGTHS

STRATEGIES
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Sustainability Initiatives

Many citizens, including high school students, work to encourage all countries to sign the 

Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons as soon as possible. This is one example of 

Hiroshima’s efforts to achieve its core goal.

	 Another key activity is communicating a message of peace to tourists.

Peace Tourism

Through Hiroshima’s Peace Tourism program, 

tourists visit major peace-related facilities. This 

nurtures empathy among Japanese and foreign 

tourists, and contributes to a shared desire for 

peace. Visitors learn about the history and culture of 

Hiroshima in the years before the atomic bombing. 

They see the destruction, and the subsequent 

hardships, caused by the bomb. They hear what 

citizens experienced on that tragic day, and they 

learn about the hard work that went into the city’s reconstruction. They see what the city is 

doing to achieve a world free of nuclear weapons. A dedicated website facilitates searches for 

peace-related tourist spots, such as the Peace Memorial Museum, and the preserved ruins of 

buildings struck by the bomb.

Recycling paper cranes

Origami cranes are a traditional Japanese symbol of 

peace. People in Japan and across the world send them to 

the Children’s Peace Monument in the Peace Memorial 

Park. In an effort to preserve the sentiments expressed by 

these gifts, Hiroshima distributes the origami cranes to 

organizations that produce recycled paper, towels and 

clothing. The thoughts and feelings embodied by the 

origami cranes are transformed and re-shared, via paper 

products that are used around the world. Some of the 

sales proceeds supports peace projects in Hiroshima City 

and the preservation of the Atomic Bomb Dome.

The abolition of nuclear weapons and lasting peace

Hiroshima promotes multicultural coexistence, in accordance with the diverse needs of its 

population.

Food sensitivity

Hiroshima receives visitors from all around the 

world, and endeavors to accommodate different 

food cultures and eating habits, including of 

course vegetarianism and veganism.

	 The Hiroshima Convention & Visitors Bureau 

promotes food accessibility by providing maps of 

vegetarian- and vegan-friendly restaurants, and 

by holding seminars for restaurants and hotels.

	 Vegetarian and vegan versions of Hiroshima’s 

local specialty, okonomiyaki*, are available. The 

city is capable of accommodating all food 

requirements for international conferences and incentive travel programs.
* �A savory pancake made from shredded cabbage, flour, egg, and water. It’s grilled on an iron plate, and topped with meat, seafood, or 

other ingredients.

Gender Equality: Childcare Service Grant

The Hiroshima Convention & Visitors 

Bureau has established a subsidy system 

so that childcare services can be used by 

participants at large-scale conferences. 

The scheme helps to address the work-

life balance of conference participants, 

and allows parents to participate even 

while raising children.

Diversity and inclusivity

HIROSHIMA

Peace Memorial Park
Vegetarian-friendly okonomiyaki

Childcare servicesPaper products made using origami cranes
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Sustainability Initiatives

Traditional Japanese culture is deeply rooted in Hiroshima. Visitors can enjoy watching 

kagura, a type of dance performed at shrines.

	 Internationally acclaimed Kumano brushes are made in Hiroshima Prefecture. These 

high-quality items are used by top professionals to apply cosmetics at major international 

fashion shows, and also make great souvenirs for those attending business events.

	 Experienced artisans 

are also available to teach 

the basics of Miyajima-bori 

wood carving. Traditional 

crafts flourish in Hiroshima, 

and the city helps visitors to 

experience them. 

Six rivers flow through the city and into the Seto Inland Sea. As a “City of Water,” Hiroshima 

promotes urban development and tourist attractions that showcase its waterways and 

waterfront.

	 The Hiroshima World Heritage Route is a direct link between two World Heritage sites: 

the Atomic Bomb Dome and Itsukushima Shrine. It highlights the culture that has 

developed along the river, and 

tells the story of the waterway’s 

history.

	 Open cafés on the riverside 

offer a space for people to gather, 

relax, and enjoy the view.

Attractions featuring traditional performing arts

Urban development in the City of Water

The Grand Prince Hotel Hiroshima, which hosted the G7 summit in 2023, is actively helping 

to protect the environment and promote peace.

	 Hotel staff take care of the Motoujina National Park—which still has virgin forests—and 

the local coastline by participating in trips for employees and for interested guests where 

they clear up garbage.

	 The hotel offers products made from recycled 

origami cranes, and operates cycling tours where 

visitors can learn about the history of Hiroshima.

	 The contribution that this hotel and other local 

businesses are making to sustainability are widely 

recognized in the local community

Grand Prince Hotel Hiroshima

As the city proceeds with the reconstruction of JR Hiroshima Station, movement between different 

methods of transport is being facilitated. The Hiroshima Electric Railway, which operates trams in 

the city center, is promoting green, people-friendly measures, including the introduction of LRT*, 

and the removal of steps so that tram floors and stops are on the same level.

	 As these initiatives advance, business event attendees will be able to enjoy increasingly 

sustainable and convenient 

transportation to venues, 

hotels, and other destinations.

Green, people-friendly public transport

HIROSHIMA

Hiroshima Electric Railway tramHiroshima Station (post-reconstruction depiction)

Kagura

Cleaning activities

Kumano Brush

A riverside view

* A rail system that allows small, lightweight vehicles to travel on simple tracks. They emit less carbon dioxide than a regular car.
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5656

KITA
KYUSHU
Kitakyushu has been transformed from one of Japan’s leading 

heavy industry zones into a “Green Growth City.” Citizens, 

companies, universities, and local government officials work 

tirelessly to address the challenges of pollution and to improve 

activities relating to the regional environment. Kitakyushu is held in 

high regard around the world as an advanced environmental city.

13No. 

KITAKYUSHU

Fukuoka Pref.

5.12 million people

Kitakyushu City

0.92 million people

Prefecture GRP

19.9 trillion yen

City GRP

3.8 trillion yen

*GRP: Gross Regional Product
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Major Events

• �The 38th International Conference on Advanced 

Information, 2024 (1,000 participants)

• �Asian Conference on Chemical Sensors (ACCS), 

2024 (800 participants)

• �The 7th Asian Conference on Pattern Recognition 

(ACPR), 2023 (900 participants)

• �International Conference on Condition Monitoring 

and Diagnosis (CMD), 2022 (1,600 participants)

Advantages and Characteristics

Sustainability Strategies and Plans

An advanced environmental city

 �In April 2018, Kitakyushu was selected as an SDGs Model 

City by the OECD. In June of the same year, it was selected 

as the first SDGs Future City in Japan.

Kitakyushu City SDGs Future City Plan, Phase 2

 �The plan is for Kitakyushu to be a “Green Growth City” and a 

trusted global contributor by 2030. Phase two of the city’s 

strategy, the Kitakyushu City SDGs Future City Plan, 

specifies an integrated approach on economic, social, and 

environmental measures.

Zero Carbon City Declaration

 �In October 2020, the city declared that it would be decarbonized 

by 2050.

SDGs Strategy

“A Territorial Approach to the Sustainable 
Development Goals in Kitakyushu, Japan.” 
Kitakyushu’s initiatives are introduced as one of 
nine model cities selected by the OECD.

 �Kitakyushu is tackling pollution, fostering new green industries, promoting 

international cooperation on environmental issues, and nurturing a 

recycling-oriented society.

 �The aim is for Kitakyushu to become a “Green Growth City” and a trusted 

global contributor.

A “Green Growth City” 

 �Japan’s modern steel industry began in Kitakyushu, where a wide range of 

materials and products are manufactured, including chemicals, ceramics, 

and electrical appliances. Visitors can learn about Kitakyushu’s role as a 

focal point for Japan’s industrial development and see different generations 

of state-of-the-art technology.

 �The main industrial tourism facilities are just 15 minutes by public transport 

from the international conference hall.

Industrial tourism

Vision

 �Sustainable businesses emerge and grow, helping to solve social issues.

 �Diversity is celebrated, and everyone plays an active role.

 �Human resources develop through education based on the SDGs.

 �The environment and economy form a positive loop that develops into a zero-carbon society.

 �The city inspires green cities around the world, especially in Asia.

Economy

Harmony between people and the 

environment leads to new industries.

Society

Everyone can contribute, and can enjoy a 

vibrant life.

Environment

The city becomes a global model for 

sustainability.

SDGs Strategy: A “Green Growth City” and a trusted global contributor

STRENGTHS

STRATEGIES
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Sustainability Initiatives

The Kitakyushu Convention and Visitors Association improves conservation initiatives, 

reduces environmental burdens, and advances towards a sustainable society.

	 Specifically, the Association sets green management goals and strives to conserve 

resources and energy in all of its business activities, including the organization of programs, 

conventions, and facilities.

Green management goals and initiatives

Reduced 
CO2 emissions

• �Reduced electricity 
consumption

• �Reduced fuel consumption

Promotion of 
environmental 

businesses

• �Improved environmental events
• �Raised awareness among 

users

Reduced 
emissions from 
industrial goods

• �Reduced industrial waste
• �Promotion of the 3Rs (reduce, 

reuse, recycle)

Promotion 
of green 
activities

• �Use of green power
• �Offset carbon through green 

purchasing

Reduced 
water use

• �Raised awareness among 
users

Since FY 2021, 100% of the electricity used at the Kitakyushu International Conference Center 

has come from the incineration of city garbage. 

(2021: approx. 466,000 kWh was generated, 

reducing CO2 emissions by approx. 181,000 kg-

CO2) The plan is to continue generating electricity 

from renewable sources, and to support international 

conferences that have a low environmental impact.

Green management goals

A recycling-oriented society

The International Convention Zone contains the Kitakyushu International Conference Center 

and the West Japan General Exhibition Center, as well as many other facilities and hotels. It is 

directly connected to JR Kokura Station’s Shinkansen exit. Less than 15 minutes away by 

public transport are such unique venues as Kokura Castle and the monorail, as well as 

industrial tourism facilities including TOTO Museum. Visitors are encouraged to use public 

transport as this reduces environmental impact and contributes to the compactness of 

international conferences.

Using public transport

Kitakyushu is advancing towards the SDGs by supporting citizen-led proposals to address 

regional issues. For example, the city is backing a project that upcycles used paper waste 

generated locally and returns it to the community. Wastepaper was used to make souvenirs 

for athletes and others involved in the 2021 Artistic and Rhythmic Gymnastics World 

Championships. This project brings together schools and 

support facilities to generate employment for people with 

disabilities and to develop human resources. SDGs 

initiatives led by local businesses are also incorporated 

into international events and incentive trips.

Building a paper-recycling system

KITAKYUSHU

Kitakyushu International Conference Center Souvenirs made from recycled paper

Kokura Station and the monorail
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Sustainability Initiatives

Kitakyushu offers industrial tourism and environmental study opportunities at facilities such 

as the Kitakyushu Eco-Town Center, the museum of the sanitaryware manufacturer TOTO, and 

the factory of the industrial robot manufacturer Yaskawa. The city also offers many 

opportunities to experience local nature and culture. Visitors can enjoy Orio Kagura, a local 

form of entertainment, and caving tours at Hiraodai, a national park on the Karst Plateau.

	 Participants at the G7 Kitakyushu Energy Ministerial Meeting in 2016 inspected a 

regional power conservation station with a CEMS (Community Energy Management 

System), and enjoyed a test ride in a hydrogen fuel cell vehicle.

	 Various hands-on activities take advantage of Kitakyushu’s many environmentally 

advanced facilities as well as the local culture and nature.

Industrial tourism and environmental studies
Companies in Kitakyushu are proactive in developing products made from reused resources.

	 One company cooperates with a local university and an urban mining recycling 

business to make bookmarks using gold extracted from 

discarded consumer electronic devices, such as mobile 

phones. Medals made from recycled materials were used 

at the 2021 Artistic and Rhythmic Gymnastics World 

Championships in Kitakyushu. The use of items like these 

at business events helps to promote the region’s drive for 

resource recycling.

Products that reuse resources

Local companies sell various SDG-related products in the city.

	 One company uses bamboo lanterns from the Kokura Castle Bamboo Akari event to 

produce incense. Bamboo cylinders can be repurposed as containers for pens and other 

small items.

	 Local high school students led the development of coffee and sweets made from edible 

bamboo charcoal powder. These products make use of bamboo that is discarded in large 

quantities during forest maintenance, and they are made at the city’s disability welfare center.

	 The products are used 

as souvenirs at international 

conferences and in incentive 

travel programs.

SDG product enhancement

KITAKYUSHU

Gold bookmarks

Orio Kagura Hiraodai Nature Village Kokura Castle Bamboo AkariBamboo incense
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FUKUOKA
A vibrant gateway between Japan and other countries in Asia, 

Fukuoka is an exciting catalyst for new forms of exchange involving 

people, products, and information. Essential infrastructure 

elements including an international airport, port, rail stations, and 

convention facilities are all found within a 2.5-km radius of the city 

center. Environmental conservation is a key focus in Fukuoka, 

which is surrounded by natural beauty.

14No. 

Fukuoka Pref.

5.12 million people

Fukuoka City

1.63 million people

Prefecture GRP

19.9 trillion yen

City GRP

7.8 trillion yen

*GRP: Gross Regional Product
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 �Transform lifestyles and business styles

(Ethical consumption, ESG metrics, conversion to online activities, etc.)

 �Look to the next generation

(Promote environmental education and learning, etc.)

 �Partnerships

(Industry-academia-government, between cities, international contribution, 

regional environmental parks, etc.)

 �Proactive innovation

(Support for startups, introduction of technologies, etc.) 

Target

Key points

Advantages and Characteristics

Sustainability Strategies and Plans

Ninth Fukuoka City Master Plan and Fifth Fukuoka City Global Warming Prevention Action Plan

 �Based on the Ninth Fukuoka City Master Plan, the city government pursues compact and sustainable community 

development that balances economic growth with safe, secure, high-quality life.

 �Through cooperation with the UN-Habitat Fukuoka Office, the Asian-Pacific City Summit, and others, Fukuoka is 

contributing to the SDGs in Asian cities, and taking advantage of its strengths in the fields of water, sewerage, and 

the environment.

 �The Fifth Fukuoka City Global Warming Prevention Action Plan, launched in August 2022, sets out the city’s 

fundamental global warming countermeasures. The Plan contributes to the global goal of carbon neutrality, 

protects the safety and security of citizens, and contributes to protecting life and culture—nurtured in a rich 

natural environment—for future generations.

Fukuoka City Well-being & SDGs Registration System

 �The Fukuoka City Well-being and SDGs Registration System was established in April 2022. It supports businesses 

working to improve well-being (satisfaction, fulfillment, etc.), and contributes to the SDGs.

Zero Carbon City Declaration

 �Fukuoka is working towards a zero-carbon society, with a target of net zero greenhouse gas emissions by FY 2040.

By FY 2040, the sum of greenhouse gas emissions in the city will be less than or equal to the sum 
of emission reductions through contributions relating to Fukuoka, but outside the city, plus the 
city’s own greenhouse gas absorption initiatives.
City emissions ≤ Emission reductions outside the city plus absorption

SDGs strategy

 �Fukuoka has set itself the challenge of achieving net zero greenhouse gas 

emissions by FY 2040, and its reduction target for FY 2030 is 50% compared 

to FY 2013.

 �A third of the city’s land is forested, and these green spaces blend into the 

urban landscape. Fukuoka promotes the creation of forests that contribute to 

climate change measures and biodiversity conservation.

 �Urban development in step with the natural world is pursued in the city 

center, and at events venues.

Community 

development in 

coexistence 

with nature

 �Fukuoka has a focus on supporting startups, and boasts Japan’s highest 

startup rate for a metropolitan area.

 �Sustainable economic growth and decent work* are promoted. Green 

innovation is supported through assistance to small and medium-sized 

enterprises developing products that contribute to carbon neutrality.

Promoting innovation 

for sustainable 

growth

* Meaningful and humane work. More specifically, productive work for all; work with freedom, fairness, security, and human dignity.

Net zero emissions by FY 2040

STRENGTHS

STRATEGIES

61FUKUOKA

Major Events

• �The XXXVI International Congress of the International 

Academy of Pathology, 2026 (3,000 participants)

• �The 27th Asia Pacific League of Associations for 

Rheumatology Congress, 2025 (3,000 participants)

• �G20 Finance Ministers and Central bank Governors 

Meeting in Fukuoka, 2019

• �The 16th ITS Asia-Pacific Forum FUKUOKA 2018 (3,500 

participants)

CDP, an international non-profit organization, 
assigned Fukuoka the highest rating in its 
2022 CDP Cities program, which assesses 
climate change countermeasures taken by 
municipalities.



Sustainability Initiatives

Fukuoka is promoting the use of renewable energy in municipal facilities as part of its push 

for net zero greenhouse gas emissions by FY 2040. Part of this initiative involves 

introducing and expanding photovoltaic power generation facilities, including a third-party-

owned model with zero initial investment. In addition, hydrogen is being produced from 

household sewage. The gas is used at the world’s first hydrogen station supplying fuel cell 

vehicles (FCVs), and at “Moving e,” a mobile power generation and power supply system.

	 Kyushu University has one of the largest hydrogen-related research facilities in the 

world. The university is collaborating with industry as part of an effort to achieve a society 

based on hydrogen energy.

Fukuoka supports startups in various ways. One 

example is Fukuoka Growth Next, a public-private 

startup support facility that uses the school buildings 

of closed elementary schools. There’s also a hands-on 

support program. These measures contribute to local 

economy vitality and create jobs.

Active use of renewable energy and hydrogen

Support for startups, including Fukuoka Growth Next

Citizens and companies work together to strengthen the community. In the “One Citizen, 

One Flower” Flower City project, flowers displayed at gateways to the city, including the 

airport and train stations, contribute to a warm welcome for visitors.

	 The Fukuoka International Congress Center and the ACROS Fukuoka area are part of the 

All Fukuoka system, which unites citizens, companies, and the city government. This creates 

opportunities for engagement 

between members of the local 

community and participants 

in international conferences 

and incentive trips.

A welcoming environment

ACROS Fukuoka, an international conference center in the center of Fukuoka, is an uplifting 

space that pursues the theme of coexistence with nature.

	 Greenery covers around 5,400 square meters of rooftop space from the 2nd through 

14th floors. In 1995, 37,000 trees in 76 species were planted. More species were added, or 

brought in by wild birds, and now the total is about 200 species. The site mitigates the heat 

island effect, contributing to ACROS Fukuoka’s image as an environmentally friendly facility.

An international conference hall in harmony with nature

FUKUOKA

Startup support facility Fukuoka Growth Next 1995 Present day

Mobile power generation and supply system “Moving e” Hydrogen station

The “One Citizen, One Flower” Flower City project
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Sustainability Initiatives

Fukuoka is a compact city that can respond to every need. The airport is close to the city 

center, where the international conference center is located, and there is an excellent 

public transport network. Adding to travel convenience is the MaaS* system, made possible 

by cooperation among operators of local transport. Visitors to Japan can buy tickets for use 

on various different forms of transport.

	 Itoshima, a popular nearby coastal community, offers multimodal route search. This 

combines public transport with taxis, car share services, 

and car or bike rental. These benefits are available to both 

residents and visitors, including international conference 

and incentive tour participants. 

Providing convenient transport information
Fukuoka’s cultural facilities of interest to meeting planners and participants include the 

Fukuoka Art Museum and the Ohori Park Noh Theater. The city’s history and culture are 

also showcased at unique venues like the Kawabata Shopping Arcade.

	 Fukuoka CVB offers programs that showcase Fukuoka’s customs and culture. 

Performances featuring Hakata spinning tops, for example, have over 470 years of history. 

Business event participants can also take part in a wide range 

of activities with an emphasis on sustainability. The “inclusive 

kimono experience” is an opportunity to try on hakama and 

kimono without conventional gender restrictions, and the 

“slow food experience” is a chance to savor local food.

Venues and attractions rooted in history and tradition

The local government works with tourism-related businesses to promote tourism 

sustainability that takes the environment and local culture into account.

	 The city organizes model tours for residents and visitors. Participants might try using 

waste materials to make products, or use environmentally friendly means of transport, or 

harvest food to be consumed locally. Carbon offsets are used to compensate for transport 

emissions. In these ways, tourism is contributing to the goal of carbon neutrality.

Sustainable Tourism

FUKUOKA

Kawabata Shopping Arcade

A harvesting experience promoting 
local production and local consumption

E-bike tours

Since 1994, Fukuoka City has hosted the Asia-Pacific City Summit, an international 

conference where city leaders in the Asia Pacific region can discuss challenges and 

solutions, and strengthen their network.

	 This network has led to the overseas urban development 

of the “Fukuoka system,” a waste landfill technology. By 

way of the Asia-Pacific City Summit and cooperation with 

the UN-Habitat Fukuoka Office, Fukuoka is advancing the 

efforts of cities across the Asia Pacific region to achieve 

the SDGs.

International cooperation at the Asia-Pacific City Summit

* �Mobility as a Service: A service that responds to the needs of residents and visitors on a trip-by-trip basis. It optimally combines multiple 

transport options to offer all-in-one functionality: search, reservation, and payment.

The 12th Asian-Pacific City Summit
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OKINAWA
Okinawa Prefecture is a subtropical archipelago of 160 islands 

that showcase stunning natural beauty. Many animals and plants 

in Okinawa are found nowhere else in the world. Trade with 

neighboring lands shaped a strong local identity during the 

centuries when these islands were ruled by the Kingdom of 

Ryukyu. Visitors can still engage with and enjoy Okinawa’s distinct 

culture in many ways, including natural and cultural World 

Heritage Sites.

15No. 

©OCC

©OCVB

©OCVB ©OCVB

©OCVB

Okinawa Pref.

1.47 million people

Prefecture GRP

4.6 trillion yen

*GRP: Gross Regional Product
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Advantages and Characteristics

Sustainability Strategies and Plans

Okinawa Prefecture’s SDGs Future City Plan

 �Here is the prefecture’s core philosophy: “Seek peace, begin a 

new era, interact with the world, support others, leave no one 

behind, and realize a sustainable Okinawa.”

 �This approach includes both preservation and transformation 

with a clear sense of Okinawan identity.

 �Specific goals are presented in three areas: the economy, society, 

and the environment.

Clean Energy Initiative

 �This initiative was formulated in 2021 and the aim is to decarbonize 

energy by 2050.

SDGs Strategy

 �Okinawa is a subtropical region with a welcoming climate throughout the year.

 �Its blue ocean is home to coral reefs and a kaleidoscopic variety of colorful 

fish. The northern part of Okinawa’s main island and some of its remote 

islands are inhabited by animals, plants, and insects that are rare both within 

Japan and globally. The Biodiversity Strategy of Okinawa aims to conserve 

these diverse ecosystems.

Beautiful nature and 

diverse biological 

communities

 �Various cultural traditions have been passed down from the time of the 

Ryukyu Kingdom to the present day. These include performing arts such as 

dance, kumiodori, classical music, and folk songs. Crafts include banana 

fabric, kasuri resist-dyed textiles, bingata fabric, lacquerware, pottery, and 

glass. Karate, “the martial art of peace,” also originated in Okinawa.

Ryukyu culture passed 

down through many 

generations

Major Events

• �The 20th International Conference on Systems Biology 

(ICSB), 2019 (440 participants)

• �The 13th Pacific Rim Conference on Ceramic and Glass 

Technology (PACRIM13), 2019 (1,600 participants)

• �Strings 2018 (400 participants)

• �The 4th World Congress of Reproductive Biology (WCRB), 

2017 (1,200 participants)

Okinawa rail, an endemic 
species

Many endemic species are  
found in Okinawa’s rich natural 
environment, and this ecosystem 
is being looked after for future 
generations.     

©OCVB

Economy

Build a strong, independent economy 

and establish the Okinawa tourism brand

• �Improve productivity by fostering high-

value industries

• �Prioritize the SDGs in economic activities

• �Develop Okinawan tourism into a world- 

class brand

Society

Pass down Okinawa’s spiritual culture 

and foster community pride

• �Make it easier to raise children and 

protect children from poverty

• �Diversify working styles and improve 

working environments

• �Promote long, healthy lives

Environment

Protect the environment and ecosystems

• �Introduce and expand renewable energy

• �Create a society that coexists with nature

• �Reduce environmental impact through 

measures such as food waste reduction

Seek peace, begin a new era, interact with the world, support others,  

leave no one behind, and realize a sustainable Okinawa.

Core Philosophy

Vision for 2030

STRENGTHS

STRATEGIES
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Sustainability Initiatives

Okinawa Prefecture and Okinawa Convention 

& Visitors Bureau have formulated the 

Okinawa MICE Sustainability Guidelines to 

support the sustainable initiatives of both MICE 

(Meetings, Incentives, Conventions and 

Exhibitions) suppliers and organizers.

	 The guidelines introduce many examples 

of sustainability initiatives, encouraging MICE 

suppliers to act. This makes it possible for 

organizers to hold more sustainable business 

events while also helping organizations and 

businesses to develop.

Specific Content

Participating entities are divided into eight categories: organizers, 

venues, venue planning operators, accommodation, technical 

services, tourism facilities, food and drink, and transport. A checklist 

has been established in six fields: management/education, 

resources, energy/water, community contribution, diversity, and 

nature/culture. Each checklist shows specific examples of initiatives, 

targets, difficulty levels, and the relevant SDGs.

	 Organizations can determine their current status in each field, 

conduct reviews after events are held, and measure their contribution 

to sustainability.

Okinawa MICE Sustainability Guidelines
JALJTA Sales offers travel activities in Okinawa that include guided tours of 

Yambaru Forest, a World Natural Heritage Site. Participants ride Yambaru Kugani, 

an electric bus.

	 Guided tours conform to voluntary rules based on GSTC (Global Sustainable 

Tourism Council) standards. These green measures include using an electric bus 

and driving slowly to protect wildlife.

	 The company hired local guides familiar with Yambaru Forest, thereby 

invigorating the local economy through job creation and environmental 

conservation.

Yambaru, a World Natural Heritage Site

The world’s oldest fishing hook was discovered in the Valley of Gangala. Inside a natural limestone cave is Cave 

Café, a unique venue available for private use. This is the starting point for daily guided tours that aim to protect 

the area and share its story with future generations. These tours are a popular pre-party activity.

	 BAGASSE UPCYCLE supports local, sustainable fashion. It rents out Kariyushi-wear*1 made using fabric 

derived from sugarcane bagasse. Worn-out garments are turned into charcoal, using a low-carbon processing 

method, and returned to the sugarcane 

fields. This eco-friendly recycling 

initiative is drawing a lot of attention.

Learn about Okinawan nature and culture

OKINAWA

The guidelines

*1 Local casual wear that first appeared in the 1970s. Comfortable even in the heat of summer, it contributes to Okinawa’s friendly and welcoming image.

©Valley of Gangala ©BAGASSE UPCYCLE
Kariyushi-wearCave Café

Guided tour
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Sustainability Initiatives

Okinawa Churashima Carbon Credit is a mechanism for recycling J-Credits*1 created in the 

region. Purchasing these credits supports 

energy-saving activities by local companies as 

well as regional circulation and revitalization.

	 The Okinawa Convention & Visitors Bureau 

supports the sustainability of local businesses 

by using the carbon credit scheme to offset 

carbon emitted during the production of 

congress bags*2.

Okinawa Churashima Carbon Credit

In the past, coral reef ecosystems have been damaged by the outflow of soil (red clay) from 

development sites and agricultural land. In Onna Village, which has a beautiful reef that is 

popular with tourists, sunflowers and other plants are being grown to prevent red clay 

runoff. Hyatt Regency Seragaki Island Okinawa, a nearby hotel, supported the initiative at 

one time by selling sweets and drinks made using local honey.

	 Loisir Hotel Naha partly covers its energy requirements with water-soluble natural gas, a 

by-product of pumping 

hot spring water. This is 

a source of clean energy 

that helps to reduce CO2 

emissions.

SDG initiatives at Okinawa Resort Hotels

As a souvenir for event participants, Okinawa 

Congrès Inc. offers the first sunscreen in 

Japan that does not negatively impact coral 

reefs. A portion of the income from sales is 

donated to coral transplant operations and 

ocean conservation efforts. Participants 

may also receive a bag made of cassava 

(the plant used to make tapioca). This 

makes the bag biodegradable.

A special souvenir

OKINAWA

A cassava bag Sunscreen that does not 
negatively affect coral reefs

Local natural gas heats 
the spa water in this hotel

Sweets made using 
honey from Onna Village

The Okinawa Institute of Science and Technology Graduate University (OIST) is a world-class 

research base. In cooperation with businesses and residents, it actively holds international 

conferences, workshops, and events to strengthen its ties to other research institutions, 

universities, communities, and companies.

	 At past international symposiums, OIST has collaborated with local sushi restaurants to 

provide sustainable seafood sushi and 

vegetarian sushi. This helps to conserve 

marine resources and caters to various 

religious and personal preferences.

OIST conferences welcoming different 
customs and religions

*1 �A system under which the national government certifies, as credits, CO2 reductions achieved through energy-saving equipment and renewable 

energy, as well as sequestration achieved through forest management.

*2 604g of CO2 is saved per bag (including emissions from raw material procurement, processing, and distribution)

Vegetarian sushi

Congress bagOkinawa’s logo for 
offsetting carbon

Okinawa Institute of Science and 
Technology Graduate University
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Headquarters
Japan Convention Bureau 
c/o Japan National Tourism Organization (JNTO)
E-mail: convention@jnto.go.jp
Tel: +81-3-5369-6015

London Office (Europe)
E-mail: mice_uk@jnto.go.jp
Tel: +44-20-7398-5670

Paris Office (France and Belgium)
E-mail: mice_paris@jnto.go.jp
Tel: +33-1-42-96-20-29

New York Office (Americas)
E-mail: jcb_nyc@jnto.go.jp
Tel: +1-212-757-5640

Singapore Office (South East Asia)
E-mail: sin_mice@jnto.go.jp
Tel: +65-6223-8205

Seoul Office (Korea)
E-mail: jntosel_mice@jnto.go.jp
Tel: +82-2-777-8601

1. SAPPORO

Sapporo Convention Bureau

E-mail: convention@plaza-sapporo.or.jp

Tel: +81-11-211-3675

https://www.conventionsapporo.jp/

3. CHIBA

Convention Department

Chiba Convention Bureau and 

International Center 

E-mail: request@ccb.or.jp

Tel: +81-43-297-4301

https://www.ccb.or.jp/mice/e/

2. SENDAI

Sendai Convention Bureau

Sendai Tourism, Convention and 

International Association

E-mail: conv@sentia-sendai.jp

Tel: +81-22-268-9603

https://www.sentia-sendai.jp/english-guide/

4. TOKYO

Business Events Team

Tokyo Convention & Visitors Bureau 

(TCVB)

E-mail: businessevents@tcvb.or.jp

Tel: +81-3-5579-2684

https://businesseventstokyo.org/

6. TOYAMA 

Toyama Convention Bureau

E-mail: toyama-213@voice.ocn.ne.jp

Tel: +81-76-421-3300

https://toyama-cb.or.jp/en/

5. YOKOHAMA

Business Events Team

MICE Sales & Promotion Department

Yokohama Convention & Visitors 

Bureau 

E-mail: mice@ycvb.or.jp

Tel: +81-45-221-2111

https://business.yokohamajapan.com/media/en/

Japan Convention Bureau Convention Bureaus

CONTACT
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7. AICHI/NAGOYA

MICE Department

Nagoya Convention & Visitors Bureau

E-mail: convention@ncvb.or.jp

Tel: +81-52-202-1146

https://www.nagoya-info.jp/en/convention/

12. HIROSHIMA

MICE Promotion Department

Hiroshima Convention & Visitors 

Bureau

E-mail: hcvb@hiroshima-navi.or.jp

Tel: +81-82-554-1862

https://www.hiroshimacvb.jp/en/

9. OSAKA

MICE Promotion Division

Osaka Convention & Tourism Bureau

E-mail: convention@octb.jp

Tel: +81-6-6282-5911

https://mice.osaka-info.jp/en/

14. FUKUOKA

Meeting Place Fukuoka

Fukuoka Convention & Visitors Bureau

E-mail: mpf@welcome-fukuoka.or.jp

Tel: +81-92-733-0101

https://www.welcome-fukuoka.or.jp/english/

8. KYOTO

Department of Conventions and 

Tourism

Kyoto Convention & Visitors Bureau

E-mail: kyoto@hellokcb.or.jp

Tel: +81-75-353-3053

https://meetkyoto.jp/en/

13. KITAKYUSHU

Kitakyushu Convention & Visitors 

Association

E-mail: yuchi@hello-kitakyushu.or.jp

Tel: +81-93-551-4111

https://kitaqmeeting.jp/

10. KOBE

Kobe Convention Bureau

Tel: +81-78-303-0090

https://kobe-convention.jp/en/

11. OKAYAMA 

Okayama Visitors & Convention 

Association

E-mail: �oca_information@okayama-kanko.net

Tel: +81-86-227-0015

https://okayama-kanko.net/convention/

15. OKINAWA

Overseas and MICE Promotion 

Department

Okinawa Convention & Visitors Bureau

E-mail: mice@ocvb.or.jp

Tel: +81-98-859-6130

https://mice.okinawastory.jp/en/

Convention Bureaus

* Please direct any enquiries about the content of this document to JNTO Headquarters
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